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Santa Clara USD - Facility Upgrade Needs FAQ 

 
What is this project all about?  
The Santa Clara Unified School District has identified critical facility needs due to accelerated growth, capital 
infrastructure needs and the requirements needed to provide a 21st education for our students. Now is the time to 
reduce crowding, fix our facilities, and modernize classrooms to provide for a growing student population and 
upgrade technology for both students and teachers. 
  
What are the School District’s most critical needs?   
• Build new facilities to reduce class sizes to allow for individual attention to support student achievement.  
• Upgrade classrooms, libraries, science labs, and computer systems to keep pace with advancing technology. 
• Rehabilitate old worn out roofs, gymnasium and locker buildings, and covered walkways, and upgrade 

temporary structures to permanent for students with special needs. 
• Energy efficiency upgrades including replacing inefficient heaters and lighting fixtures. 
• Modernize outdated classrooms and replace aging portables with permanent classrooms 
• Improve school safety systems for all sights, including campus security and student safety, and upgrading 

pick-up and drop-off zones to improve safety and traffic flow. 
• Repair deteriorated drainage systems, playground equipment, and other safety hazards on school grounds. 
 
Why now?  
Santa Clara Unified schools are aging and though the District has done a great job with previous bond funds to 
preserve our facilities, there is always more work to do.  The need for more classroom space (and the Agnews 
project) together with the depletion of existing bond funds for ongoing maintenance requires us to go out for a new 
bond.  Ongoing investment in infrastructure is critical -- it will help ensure academic success for every child who 
attends our schools. Part of our responsibility to the community is to maintain quality school facilities.  Great 
schools protect property values.   
  
How will this effort improve instruction?  
We strive for teaching and learning excellence in every educational setting. Our goal is to provide all our kids with 
access to the education and technologies they will need to be successful in high school, college, well-paid jobs of 
the future, and life. Safe, modern school facilities and technology are essential to student achievement. As school 
facilities and classroom technologies are improved, teaching and learning will benefit. 
 
What about funding?  
Our school district makes every effort to use resources wisely.  But the burden is growing to adequately repair and 
upgrade our school facilities and classroom technology.  We need to work together to protect the local quality of 
education. SCUSD is exploring all options – including State and Federal matching funds and leveraging available 
energy upgrade funds. School bonds are the most common way to fund the upgrades we need.   
 
What about Ongoing School Maintenance – Don’t You have a Facilities Budget?   
Our school district maintenance and operations staff work hard to keep our schools safe and in adequate working 
condition. We have kept up to date with needed fire safety, re-opening closed sites, and critical time sensitive 
repairs. However, the current scope of repairs, upgrades and new technology needed to ensure that all our schools 
receive the same high quality of education, far exceeds our standard allotment for school facilities maintenance. 
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Have there been other SCUSD school bonds?  If so, when was the last bond?  
Santa Clara Unified strives to be a model of financial responsibility, making every effort to spend taxpayer dollars 
wisely.  At the same time, ongoing bond programs are necessary in a District this large, with so many students, 
teachers and facilities needs.    
 
In June 1997 voters approved Measure B, a $145,000,000 general obligation bond to address critical needs. From 
1997 to approximately 2005 the program completed a large number of diverse projects. The program’s primary 
accomplishments were major renovation and seismic strengthening of 15 of the District’s 16 elementary schools. 
Typical modernization project scope included replacement of all electrical, plumbing and mechanical systems; all 
new interior cabinets and finishes and new roofing. New science classroom buildings and performing arts buildings 
were added to the two high school campuses. The new science buildings enabled reconstruction of outdoor athletic 
facilities at both high schools. 
 
By 2003 it became apparent that remaining Measure B funds would not be sufficient to continue the modernization 
program through the middle schools, high schools and adult education campuses. In November, 2004 the Districts 
voters approved Measure J a $315,000,000 general obligation bond to modernize the District’s middle schools, high 
schools and adult education facility. 
 
In November 2010 the Districts voters approved Measure H, an $81,100,000 general obligation bond for limited 
purposes. Measure H created the funds needed to purchase a new school site in North San Jose (Agnews), perform 
energy efficiency and generation projects (solar) and improve school security and safety and expand school 
capacity. 
 
All previous bonds have now been spent or the funds are committed.  To meet the list of needs described above to 
keep pace with growth and the changing economy in Santa Clara, we must move fast to preserve our capital 
investments, and stay current and modern. The longer we wait to make needed upgrades and attend to ongoing 
maintenance, the more expensive it will be.  
 
How much will this cost? 
The Board has approved a Bond Measure of  $419 million. This corresponds to a tax rate of  $48 dollars per 
$100,000 of ASSESSED valuation of your home. This is the Proposition 13 assessed valuation – If you’ve lived 
in your home for a long time, your assessed valuation will be low and so will your payment for this bond measure.  
 
My children are grown and gone.  Why should I pay attention to this process? 
Good schools are the foundation of any healthy, thriving community. Good schools protect property values.  
 
Who makes the final decision on a local school bond?  
The locally elected Santa Clara USD Board of Education is the legal entity that took action to call for an election.  
This action now puts the question to local voters to decide.  Ultimately, Santa Clara Unified School District 
REGISTERED VOTERS have the final say when they vote for or against the measure as absentee voters or at the 
polls.  
 
Who is eligible to vote on a local school bond?  
All registered votes within the Santa Clara USD are eligible to vote  “Yes” or “No” on Measure H.   
 
Where can I go for more information?  For more information, visit www.santaclarausd.org. Contact 
SCUSD directly through their website at www.santaclarausd.org/contact or call (408) 423-2000. 


